
 

1971 Graham R igby came on regu la r  v i s i t s  to  Ayr  sponsored by the  then nat iona l  f i t ness  

club in the Burdekin.  

La te  i n  1971 a f te r  a  year  o f  success fu l  r egu la r  v i s i t s  w i th  good a t tendances ,  

Graham suggested we fo rm our  own squa re  dance  c lub .  A  mee t ing was  h e ld  a t  
the NFC ha l l  in Wickham st  Ayr and the Burdekin Square Dance Club was formed.  

1st president - Bil l Davies 

1 s t  s e c r e t a r y  -  J u d y  P e t e r s o n  

1st  t reasurer -  Fred Marsha l l  

Publ ic i ty Off icer & teacher -- Shir ley Gauvin  

B i l l  D a v i e s  w a s  o n l y  a b l e  t o  b e  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  a  s ho r t  t i m e  d ue  t o  a  s ud d e n  

deter iorat ion in his health and J im Gauvin became the 1st long serving president - 

remaining in that posit ion unopposed unt i l  1975.  

1972 A f te r  a  year  o f  r egu la r  danc ing and promot ion our  c lub dec ided to  adopt  a  name 

more relevant to square dancing. A competit ion was held among members and after 
many great  suggest ions were entered by both senior  and junior  members the name 

"Ayr  A l lemanders  Square  Dance C lub"  was chosen and forma l ly  adopted a t  the  

Annual  General  Meet ing in March 1972. The Ayr A l lemanders a lso appl ied for  and 
gained aff i l iat ion with the Queensland Square Dance Society at this t ime. Al l off icers 

and any members who cared to register  for  same began receiv ing the Society's  
newspaper "South Paci f ic Square Dance  Review" on a regular basis. The Club also 

received copies of the Minutes of all the State Society's meetings. Ayr Allemanders 
appointed Mr.  Graham Rigby and Eric Wendel l  as i t  proxies at these meetings in 

Brisbane. 

Our club at this t ime was learning from records made by Graham Rigby and Ron 
Jones with the steps being taught by Shir ley Gauvin.  

Regular visits by Graham Rigby and Eric Wendell were very welcome to give us 
experience in dancing to l ive ca l l ing.  

1973 In Janua ry Sh i r l ey  Gauv in  and  her  son Don f ro m the  t eenage group  went  t o  the  

a nnua l  Ta l l e b ud ge r r a  Sum me r  Ho l i d a y  Ca mp  t o  l e a r n  m o re  ab ou t  t he  da n c i ng  
and to  get  more teach ing mater ia l  as  wel l  as promot ing our C lub ' s ex istence.  After  

th i s  we  began to  get  v i s i t s  f rom more  h igh  pro f i le  ca l le r s  i nc lud ing  S id  &  Be t t y  
Le ighton and Nev & Bev McLaughl in,  Er i c and Graham a lso cont inued the ir  regular  

v is i ts .  In  September -  Sh ir ley Gauvin went to Br i sbane for  a week of  dancing and 
teaching experience and was invited to dance in the combined clubs d isplay at the 

Toowoomba Carniva l  o f  F lowers .  Dur ing the  year Judy Peterson and Shi r ley Gauv in 

had been teaching Square Dancing in the Primary Schools throughout the Burdekin.  



Judy Peterson formed a display of juniors to dance in the Ayr Water Fest ival during 
i ts  Annual  Mardi  gras on the last  weekend of September.  The Adults and Teenage 

sets also performed on the night. These two groups had also danced at various other 
funct ions throughout the year to promote our art.  

1974 Shir ley and Don Gauvin aga in at tended the annual  January Ta l lebudgerra Square 

Dance Camp. 

This year saw the growth locally in our Club. We formed. Demonstration sets in all  

age groups with the juniors now dancing at  various school funct ions as wel l  as at 
the Ayr Water Fest ival and Home Hi l l  Harvest Fest ival with the Adults and Teens. 

Our Teenage groups were very busy demonstrat ing with us at various functions, 

travell ing with us to visit Cairns and Mackay Clubs and joining us in participating 
regular ly in. Townsvi l le 's "Entertainment in the Parks" progra mme, 

They  a l so  rece i ved  t he  d i s t i nc t i on  o f  be ing  a sked .  To  pe r fo rm a t  the  Duke  o f  
Ed i nbu rgh  Award s  D i sp l a y  i n  Townsv i l l e .  The i r  pe r f o rmance  was  such  t ha t  t he  

Duke of Edinburgh himself stopped to watch them dance and. then. Spoke to each of 
the 10 dancers taking part  and the ir  teacher,  Shir ley Gauvin.  They a lso rece ived a 

specia l.  Letter of Recognit ion from 

the Duke of  Edinburgh Awards Committee.  

They also joined the Adult group in taking part for the first t ime in the Townsville 

Pacif ic Festival, The adult group also demonstrated at Wine & Cheese evenings, 
Socia l  dances for  loca l Bowls Clubs and var ious other funct ions.  

During the vis it  to Tal lebudgerra we were asked if Ayr would host a Square Dance 
Convent ion. As the Queensland Society had not  been able to host  one for  a number 

of years due to  heavy c lub schedules and commitments in  that  region, on our  

re turn  to  Ayr  the  mot ion was pu t  t o  the  C lub  a t  i t s  Annua l  meet ing and i t  was 
dec ided  tha t  Ay r  would  hos t  the  Inaugura l  Nor th  Queens land  Squa re  Dance  

Convention in May 1970 (May day Weekend).  We requested that a Cal lers Lab be run 
in  con junc t i on  w i th  the  Convent ion  a s  a  number  o f  no r the rn  members  we re  

beginning to show interest in ca l l ing and they could then rece ive bas ic tra in ing to 

he lp the ir  budding ta lents.  We then began a very busy 15 months o f p lanning, 
o r ga n i z i ng  a nd  p r omo t i o n .  A  Sp e c i a l  C onve n t i o n  O rga n i z i ng  Com mi t t e e  wa s  

formed to contro l  a l l  of  th is  as separate from club act iv i t ies. This committee 
subsequent ly a lso became the demonstrat ion set  for  the Convent ion.  

In November we danced with Graham Rigby, on one of his many visits to Home Hil l  at 

the Home Hi l l  Race C lub to promote Square  Dancing in the Burdekin as a specia l  
promotion during the Home Hil l Harvest Festival weekend. This was in addition to t he 

Mardi gras night  d isplay.  

1975 We aga in a t tended Ta l l ebudge rra .  Th i s  yea r  as  we l l  as  Sh i r ley and Don Gauv in ,  

severa l others members including the Peterson and Simpson fami l ies at tended. This 
was the start of a very big year for us and gave us the ideal opportunity to promote 

our May Convent ion a  great  dea l  o f interest  was shown and a number o f Ca l lers  

nominated to ca l l  on the weekend, Graham Rigby and. Er ic Wendel l  a lso agreed to 
conduct  a Cal ler Lab at the Convention.  

In  Ap r i l  we  were  ve ry  fo r tuna te  to  rece i ve  an  o f fe r  f rom Queens land ' s  e lde r  
statesman of call ing, Dr Ivor Burge (75 yrs old) to call for us as a special visit while he 

was in  the  north on hol iday. We readi ly  agreed and had a very success fu l  day with 

him and Mrs. Burge.  

Dr .  Burge  ins i s t s  on coup les  in  h i s  var ious  c lubs  i n  Br i sbane but  he  gave  Sh i r ley 

Gauvin a specia l dispensat ion to attend any of his clubs whi le in Br isbane to attend 
Winter Wonderland. An offer readily accepted by Shirley who had a fantastic t ime both  



at Winter Wonder land and dancing with Dr.  Surge, Don Proel locks,  S id Le ighton and 

other c lubs.  

Approx ima te l y  100  -  120  dance r s  reg i s t e red  to  a t t end  our  Convent ion  and  i t  
p roved  to  be  a  resound ing  success  w i th much suppor t  f rom loca l  bus inesses  

i n c l ud i ng  a .  Cour t e s y  Ca r  f r om one  o f  the  l o ca l  dea le r s  fo r  t r anspo r t i ng  t he  
ca l le rs .  Mackay  c lub  success fu l l y  nomina ted to  host  the  1976 Convent ion ,  Wi th 

the Convention successful ly establ ished and a Cal ler Lab in place Shir ley Gauvin 
res igned as  teacher  to  encourage the budding loca l  ca l l e rs to 

Take  ove r  the  ca l l i ng  and  teach ing .  S tan  S impson and  George  G ibson  began 

call ing after the Convention and at this t ime cert i ficates for completing the basic 
s t eps  course  were  i n t roduced  t o  t he  c l ub .  P rev ious l y  re co rd  ca rds  o f  each  

dancer 's progress had only been kept as there was no recognized local cal ler to 
cert i fy that a course had been done. At this t ime J im Gauvin (who was 62 yrs old) 

a lso res igned as Pres ident to make way for  the younger members to take  oven. 

We again took part in Townsvi l le ' s Entertainment in  

Pa rks  P rog ramme as  we l l  a s  danc ing  in  the i r  Pac i f i c  Fes t i va l  and  the  Ayr  Wate r  

Fest iva l  and Home H i l l  Harvest  Fest iva l .  The schoo l s  were  once  aga in very keen 
throughout the year and also part ic ipated in both local Fest iva ls .  

1976 Tal lebudgerra again started a year with quite a cont ingent from Ayr attending and 

also some of the Mackay Club for the f irst t ime Stan and George also called at this 

camp for the first t ime, displaying their skil ls and the benefit  they gained from the 

ca l ler Lab at  our 1975 Convent ion. Our regular  c lub act iv i t ies cont inued and the 

schools proved very receptive sti ll . In May we travelled to Mackay for another very 

successful North 

Queens land Convent ion where  Ca irns  success fu l l y  nominated to  host  the  1977 
Convention. We also attended the Mackay Club's birthday party and some members 

jo ined Mackay to he lp them demonstrate at  the  Mackay Country Mus ic  C lub 1st  
Birthday Night. In June 1976 Shir ley Gauvin moved to Townsvil le for employment 

reasons and wh i l e  par t i c ipa t ing in  the  1976 Townsv i l l e  Pac i f i c  Fest i va l  Pa rade 
with Ayr Al lemanders distr ibuted Flyers announcing a night at the Long Tan Hal l  

Heat ley on 15th June, 1976 to  form a  loca l  c lub .   

 
A f te r  severa l  for tn ight ly  ge t  togethers  a t  th i s  ha l l  enough membe r s  we re  

r e c r u i t ed  t o  f o rm  a  c l ub .  Nego t i a t i ons  we re  made  w i t h  the  Townsville City 
Council for permanent use of the hall on a fortnightly basis and our first club meeting 

was held in September, 1976 where "Sun City Swingers" was born. We started with 

one set  and the support ,  of Ayr A l lemanders,  dancing to records on pract i ce  
n ight s  and,  when poss ib le ,  the  Ayr  Ca l l e r s  on dance  n ights  whi ch were  F r i day  

n igh t s  (a l t e rnate  to  Ayr  who  a l so  had  fo r tn igh t l y  F r i day .  dances )  The  
Townsv i l l e  C lub grew f rom th is  teach ing by Sh i r ley Gau v in to  hav ing w i th in  two 

months a ca l ler  who had been learning in the South, Glen Dre ier  who had been 

transferred in his job. Ayr Al lemanders cont inued. To take part in Entertainment in 
Pa rk s  and  now  i nv i t ed  Sun  C i t y  Sw inge r s  t o  jo in  them.  Th i s  was  a  ve r y  good  

method of  promot ion for  our new C lub.  Sh ir ley and Don Gauv in a l so cont inued to 
t rave l to Ayr to dance with Ayr A l lemanders,  

During this year Stan and his Committee held an open club meeting at which 

members voted to change the c lub name to ' Inner C irc le- Square and Round 

Dance Club ' .  

1977 Ta l lebudgerra aga in star ted the year.  Th is year Shir ley and Don Gauvin represented  

Townsv i l l e  and the  Simpson, G ibson.  And Peterson: fami l ies  represented Ayr .  

Townsv i l l e ' s  Enter ta inment  in  Parks  was aga in the  ma in reg u la r  demonst ra t ion  



venue for both Ayr and Townsvi l le Clubs, Both c lubs also trave l led to Cairns for  the 

3rd  Nor th Queens land  Convent ion .  Townsv i l l e  was represented.  By I  se t  each of  

Adult and Teenage dancers, all  dancers enjoyed. Their first major event a s a club and 

also nominated to host in Townsvi l le  the 4th North Queensland Convention. As al l  

nor thern c lubs  were  now a f f i l i a ted w ith the  Queens land Soc iety  i t  was dec ided a t  

the Convent ion Meet ing in  Ca irns to change the name from North Queensland to 

Queens land Square  Dance Convent ion due to  the  la rge  amount  o f  suppor t  f rom 

sou t he rn  dan ce r s  and  ca l l e r s  a nd  s o  Tow nsv i l l e  be came  t he  6 t h  Quee ns l and  

Square  Dance Convent ion (as  there had been 2 State Convent ions  be fore the  1st  

No r t h  Queens land  Convent ion  in  Ay r  i n  1975 ) ,  Townsv i l l e  began t o  deve lop  a  

number  o f  budding ca l lers  a t  th i s  t ime, inc lud ing B i l l  Matheson and Harry Penny,  

who subsequent ly  went  on to  form the i r  own groups in  the 1980 ' s .  The year  was 

rea l l y hect i c  organ iz ing .  The 1978 Sta te  Convent ion as  w e l l  as v is i t s  f rom Peter 

Johnson  i n  Ma r ch ,  and  G raham R i gby  i n  J une .  G raham came to  Townsv i l l e  

spec i f i ca l l y  to  ca l l  fo r  our  demons t ra t i ons  i n  the  Townsv i l l e  Pac i f i c  Fest i va l ,  t h i s  

was the f i rst t ime a southern ca l ler  had come up for  th is event ,  apart  from the 

Convention in Cairns in April and the Pacific Festival in June Sun City Swingers also 

demonstrated at  the Ra i lway Estate State School  and a Char ity n ight  at  the Stuart  

Dr i ve - In  Theat re .  We  a l so  jo ined Ayr -  Inne r  C i r c le .  For  a  week -end  Camp on  

Magnet ic Is land ear ly in July and to return the ir  hospi ta l i ty he ld a combined Party 

Night at the end of July. This year also saw Shirley Gauvin travell ing to Sydney in June 

for  the 18th Nat iona l  Square Dance Convent ion. What an exhi larat ing exper ience!  

Talk about L ine dancing today, you should have seen our Mountain Clogging (the 

forerunner in Line Dancing) back then!  

Graham Rigby a lso came back north in July to ca l l  for  the Ayr  C lub at  Home Hi l l  

and some of our members jo ined them for the occas ion. In mid -September  for  
Internat iona l  Square Dance Week Sun City Swingers hosted a specia l  dance night  

fo r  t he  oc cas ion  w i t h  spe c ia l  gues t  g r oups  f o rm Amer i ca  and  New Zea land  

a t tend ing  the  n igh t .  These  peop le  had  been on tour  o f  Aust ra l ia  s ince  the  
National Convention in Sydney and were only too happy to demonstrate the VERY 

l i ve l y  c l ogg i ng .  A l though bo th  c l ub s  had  been  Round  danc i ng  s i nce  t he i r  
incept ion this was their f irst introduct ion to Clogging, (This form of Line Dancing 

was a popular social dance in the mountain states of southern U.S.A.) It was at the 

time also very popular in N.S. W. and other southern Australian states but not very 
we l l  known in  Queens land  be fo re  the  Nat iona l  23rd  -  25 th  o f  Sep tember  a  

fantast ic weekend of round dancing with Pat & Mark Burke in Ayr.  On the 30th 
Sep t embe r ,  1977  Sun  C i t y  Sw i nge r s  Hos t ed  a  ga l a  i n t e r -C l ub  Squa re  Dan ce  

night to ce lebrate its  f irst  Anniversary.  

As a registered Club (Ito incept ion date was 15th June when Founder, Shir ley 

Gauvin was at the National.  

We were now well  into the organizing promotion. And f inal arrangements for the 6th 
State Square Dance Convention to be held in Townsvi l le over the Queen's Birthday 

weekend in June, 

Sun. City was also sti l l taking part in. oar regular demonstrations and interacting 

with Ayr 's Inner Circ le  Club. Approximate ly 130 - 150 dancers attended the 

Convent ion  and  a  number  o f  sou thern .  Ca l le r s  nominated to  ca l l  ove r  the  
weekend-  A  Ca l le r  Lab was a l so  conducted  once .  

After a very successful 1978 State Convention and a very good year for Sun Ci ty 
Swingers,  c lub secretary and publ ic ity off icer ,  Shir ley Gain res igned as she was  



returning to Ayr for family reasons. This proved to be the end of regular square 

dancing for her as in 1979 she was invi ted by the Townsvi l le Col lege of TAFE to 

teach Old: Time Social Dancing in Ayr. Square Dancing continued. In the north in 
Townsv i l l e  under  B i l l  Matheson and Harry  Penny w i th the i r  i nd iv idua l  c lubs  as  

wel l  as the or igina l  Sun Ci ty Swingers and in Ayr by Stan Simpson.  

I t  was voted a t  the  6th Sta te  Convent ion  in  Townsv i l l e  tha t  the  7th .  Be  he ld  i n  

Rockhampton  unde r  jo int  o rgan iza t i on f rom both  the  no r th and south  reg ions  a s  
there was no off ic ia l  c lub in Rockhampton.  

Due to the writer's departure from square dancing no information on the success of 

this funct ion is known. 

Square Dancing in Ayr cont inued under Stan and each year from 1979 unti l 1995 

hosted the Sugar. 

Unfortunately the numbers dropped off dramatically in 1995 and Stan decided to 

close the Club. Square dancing however st i l l  cont inues in Townsvi l le and the Far  

North. 


